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MAY TEMP & PRECIP
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TELECONNECTIONS

EL NIÑO SOUTHERN OSCILLATION



ENSO FORECAST

• The “warm phase” is El Niño

• The “cold phase” is La Niña

• “Neutral” is weak, in-between 

stage

Describes Sea Surface Temperatures in the Equatorial Pacific

Forecast: 

68% chance of Neutral

20% La Niña



IS ENSO FORECAST HELPFUL?



TYPICAL ALASKA FIRE SEASON





http://fire.ak.blm.gov/content/weather/outlooks/monthly.pdf

heidi_strader@nps.gov
907-356-5691
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